
STORY MAP 

 

SETTING: A house in the forest / a school classroom / an abandoned house … 

 

CHARACTERS: a cricket and an ant / Bill and his two best friends /Alan and his girl-

friend, Sally /  
 

PROBLEM/SITUATION: Cricket didn’t want to prepare for winter. / A trip to the 

mountains / a first date  
 
 

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS (Story: The cricket and the 
ants) 

BEGINNING 
 The ants were storing food for winter 

 Cricket was singing cheerfully. 

MIDDLE 
 The cricket wandered around hungry 

 Snow fell and there was nothing to eat. 

END 
 Cricket told the ants she was starving. 

 Cricket asked the ants for help. 

RESOLUTION 
 The ants wouldn’t help the cricket. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



rising action                                                                   

PLOT DIAGRAM 

 

EXPOSITION: Setting – characters – situation/problem 

RISING ACTION: when conflict escalates 

CLIMAX: when conflict has escalated to cause a permanent change in main character 

FALLING ACTION/RESOLUTION: brings story to an end 

                climax 

 
 
 

          resolution 
 

beginning 

 

LANGUAGE 

TENSES 

PAST PERFECT: FOR WHAT HAD HAPPENED / HAD BEEN HAPPENING before the first sentence 
in the story or the action at hand. 

              He had been looking forward to that day for months. 
              She wanted to visit the house she had heard so much about. 
                            The rain had stopped, so we decided to go home. 
PAST CONTINUOUS:  Background activity – activity in progress  
          A lot of kids were playing in the park. 
         She was busy tidying up the room when she heard the bell ring. 
                                     When I arrived at the school, everyone was shouting and screaming. 
         It was getting dark and the shopkeepers were closing up, ready to go home. 
                                     While I was waiting for the lift, a strange woman came up behind me. 
         As Mark was leaving the shop, a man with a briefcase came up to him. 
PAST SIMPLE: Narrate events in the order they happened. 
   He ran up the stairs and banged on the door. 
  We climbed to the top of the hill and looked around us. 
  When I got to school, I noticed that everybody was staring at me. 
   
                                       

TIME EXPRESSIONS 

At first they thought they were trapped, but then they noticed an open window. 
As soon as I saw him, I realized something was wrong. 



At that time / At that point, the neighbours arrived / the doorbell rang / we were two goals 
ahead. 
After setting up the tent, we set off to explore the forest. 
She was very shy at first, but after a while, she started talking to us. 
They  started climbing the mountain and before long, they realised they were lost. 
Afterwards, I realised I had made a terrible mistake.      
After the victory, the coach could see the funny side. 
After I had apologised a thousand times, the coach let me join the team again.  
We tried to open the locked door, but in the end, we just gave up. 
 
 

Vocabulary 

 
WAYS OF SPEAKING 
 
“Don’t move!” he whispered in her ear. 
“It’s not fair,” Mary grumbled under her breath. 
“Why is everyone staring at me?” she wondered. 
“We’d better find somewhere to spend the night,” said Sally. “It’ll be getting dark soon.” 
“I won! I won!” she cried out happily. 
“Please, please. Don’t tell anyone you saw me here,” she begged me. 
“I won’t tell a soul,” I promised. 
“Yes, thank you,” I stammered. 
“But I love him,” said Katie, bursting into tears. 
 
WAYS OF MOVING (and Speaking) 
 
Mary bent down to pick up the envelope lying on the floor. “What’s this?” she wondered. 
Exhausted by the long hike, the three hikers struggled down the mountainside. 
Helen grabbed my arm and pulled me into the room. “Listen to this,” she whispered in my ear. 
The robber snatched her bag and dashed/rushed out of the shop. 
She tiptoed into the room because she didn’t want to wake up the baby. 
He staggered towards the door.  
 
 

TOPIC SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 

 
HAUNTED HOUSE VOCABULARY 
 
NOISES: I could hear ….. 
doors/stairs/floorboards creaking: the squeaky noise of an old door opening or closing. 
chains clanking: the sound of metal banging together 
the wind howling:  a loud mournful cry like the cry of a wolf 
ghosts wailing:  a loud, long cry of sadness or pain 
 
MOVEMENT 
creep (crept) up the stairs:  move slowly and quietly  

tiptoe into the room:  



rush/dash/hurry 
 
EMOTIONS 
my hair stood on end 
my blood froze 
tremble / shake with fear 
I turned pale 
I went/turned as white as a sheet 
a cold shiver went/ran down my spine 
worried / petrified / terrified / nervous 
I could feel my knees shaking 
 
ATMOSPHERE/SETTING 
spooky / creepy 
cobwebs  ( net made by a spider) 
corpse  (dead body) 
ghost / vampire / rats / mice / bats  
graveyard  
graves 
skeletons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 


